
Language Arts 9: Distance Learning Schedule and Expectations 

Nicole Berning 

 

Students and Parents,  

 

I can honestly say that I was not expecting anything like this during my first year of 

teaching. As we shift to distance learning, I realize that there will be questions to go 

along with this change. I hope this distance learning syllabus can aid in answering some 

of these questions while we begin.  

 

Schedule and Attendance: 

 

Each Monday at 8:00am, a schedule for the week will be uploaded to the Google 

Classroom homepage as an announcement. Students are required to check each 

Google Classroom page every day to watch for assignment uploads and notifications. 

Each week we will continue to have daily journal prompts that will be turned in each 

Friday.  

 

Education Platforms for Distance Learning:  

 

Google Classroom: Students have been using Google Classroom daily in Language 

Arts since January. Students should check the homepage on Google Classroom for 

announcements, scheduled due dates, and uploaded assignments. Journals and 

weekly assignments will still be assigned and turned in on Google Classroom.  

Google Classroom Code: ae3fstb 

 

Flipgrid: Flipgrid is a discussion platform that allows students to create and share 

videos responding to prompts. The videos are shared with the class so that others can 

collaborate and communicate with other peer students. Each week students will be 

expected to film and upload their Flipgrid video responding to a prompt by Tuesdays 

before 11:59pm. If filming from devices, students may need a pair of earbuds with a 

microphone. Flipgrid is available on smart phones.  

Flipgrid Class Code: berning9723 

 

Edpuzzle: Edpuzzle allows teachers to assign videos for students to watch. Teachers 

are able to embed questions throughout the video to check for comprehension 

throughout the lesson. Edpuzzle links will be uploaded to Google Classroom. Students 

can access these videos through links. Teachers are able to see which students have 

watched the video, answered the embedded questions, and monitor how long each 

student spent on the website.  



 

 

Contact:  

Email: Like always, students and parents may contact me through my school email 
address: nicole.berning@minneotaschools.org. I will be checking my email each week 
day between the hours of 8:00am - 4:00pm.  

Google Voice: I have created a Google Voice account for distance learning. This is a 
way for students to text or call my new Google Voice number if they have any questions 
without needing the internet. Google Voice number: (507) 401-5236.  

Google Hangouts: If students have specific questions that may need a more detailed 
explanation, setting up a Google Hangout time to chat about class topics may be the 
most effective way to communicate. I will have office hours for all three of my classes 
from 11:00-12:00 on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. Google Hangout calls will be 
answered on a first-come basis, but I will get back to each student if I missed a call 
during these times.  

 

Grading and Late Policy:  

 

Assignments for Language Arts 9 are due before 11:59pm each due date. The reason I 

have chosen 11:59pm is because I realize that families will be sharing at-home internet 

connections, devices, and there will be inconsistencies in scheduling. I am not requiring 

students to stay up this late. If a parent feels as if they need to create their own time for 

assignments to be due they may do this at their own discretion.  

 

Minneota Public Schools has decided that the late policy during distance learning will 

follow these guidelines:  

An assignment that is one day late will receive 25% off of the total score earned.  

An assignment that is two days late will receive 50% off of the total score earned.  

 

I will try my best to update JMC as assignments are turned in.  

 

If a student needs more time to complete an assignment for personal, family, and 

comprehension issues, the student may email me at 

nicole.berning@minneotaschools.org before the due date of this assignment.  

 


